Attachment 11 – Program Preferences

This proposal assists in meeting the program preferences described in the IRWM Guidelines, Section II.F by addressing a number of the specific program preferences. A discussion of how the proposal will assist in meeting key program preferences follows.


Include regional projects or programs

Although the California Avenue Storm Drain Lift Station is the single project in the proposal, it is part of a regional program to enhance stormwater control and flood management.  

The proposal specifically addresses WIWRP Regional Objective #4, Flood Management calls for projects that will, “Minimize risk of loss of life, infrastructure, and resource caused by significant storm events by utilizing uncontrolled flow beneficially.” Additionally, the proposal addresses Regional Objective #7, Storm Water Management that seeks projects that will, “Capture stormwater for higher beneficial use whenever practicable.”  The higher beneficial water use this project results in will include diversion of urban stormwater for agricultural irrigation.

Effectively integrate water management programs and projects within a hydrologic region indentified in the California Water Plan: the Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) region or subdivision; or other region or sub-region specifically identified by DWR.

The proposal integrates two water management projects with the hydrologic region and RWQCB region to successfully divert urban stormwater for agricultural irrigation. The City of San Joaquin project will generate the stormwater flow for diversion into the adjacent JID Ditch and the flows will then be discharged downstream for beneficial crop irrigation usage.  

Address critical water supply or water quality needs of disadvantaged communities within the region. 

The City of San Joaquin (City) has approximately 4,000 residents; 94% of whom have low-moderate incomes, per a HUD-CDBG authorized survey, and 35% are below the federal poverty level, per the U.S. Census.  They endure chronic high unemployment (40.6% in January 2011) and many other indicators of decades of socio-economic distress.   As a result, City resources are limited.  The public infrastructure is outdated, and can only be improved with the help of federal and state grant funds.  

The City’s project addresses two of their pressing needs:
1. It prevents urban stormwater flooding of a residential area and dwellings.
2. Allows the City to use its limited financial resources to address other pressing water needs. 

Effectively integrate water management with land use planning 

The California Avenue Storm Drain Basin (Basin) is located immediately adjacent to 84 multi-family units of affordable housing, 20 units of senior housing, and approximately 46 single-family homes on surrounding streets.  The proposed project will prevent the potential for flood damage to the residences and City streets adjacent to the Basin, and will remove the need for emergency City action including distribution of approximately 120 sandbags last year (2010) to residents to prevent flooding. Accordingly, the project will integrate improved water management practices with the City’s land use planning practices to produce a safe residential environment for the City’s residents.

For eligible SWFM funding, projects which: a) are not receiving State funding for flood control or flood prevention projects pursuant to PRC 5096.824 or 75034 of b) provide multiple benefits, including, but not limited to, water quality improvements, ecosystem benefits, reduction instream erosion and sedimentation, and groundwater recharge. 

This project is not receiving State funding for flood control or flood prevention projects pursuant to PRC 5096.824 or 75034. 

The project provides multiple benefits.  It will reduce the potential for stormwater flooding because urban runoff will be diverted away from one of the City’s residential areas. Additionally, the diverted urban stormwater will be beneficially used for agricultural irrigation. It is estimated that an average of 23 acre-feet of stormwater will be supplied to JID on an annual basis.  According to JID, the present day value of their water supply is $115 per acre-foot.  Based on Table 15, the total present value of discounted benefits based on unit value is $37,661 for the water to be supplied to the JID canal.

Address Statewide priorities:

Use and Reuse Water More Efficiently – Capture, store, treat, and use urban stormwater runoff

The proposed project will successfully divert 23 acre feet per year of urban stormwater for agricultural irrigation, instead of allowing the flooding of a DAC residential area.

Practice Integrated Flood Management – Better emergency preparedness and response as well as improved flood protection

Over the years, flooding due to overflow of the basin has inflicted costs on the City.  The City has been forced to pay for rental of portable pumps to dewater the Basin.  The City has also been required to use its own manpower hours to dewater the Basin and cleanup streets.  Approximately 300 man hours are spent annually on preventative measures, monitoring, dewatering, and cleanup.  The project will eliminate the time and funds the City is forced to incur for temporary dewatering and cleanup operations.  The cost savings for elimination of temporary dewatering operations are calculated in Table E1.  The total present value of discounted cost savings is $132,418.  This means the City will not need to spend limited time and resources on flooding in the basin during a flood emergency, but can instead concentrate on other flood related issues.

Ensure Equitable Distribution of Benefits – Increase the participation of small and disadvantaged communities in the IRWM Process – Develop multi-benefit projects with consideration of affected disadvantaged communities and vulnerable population – contain projects that address safe drinking water and wastewater treatment needs of DACs

This proposal ensures equitable distribution of benefits and increases the participation of small and disadvantaged communities in the central valley region. In fact, the only project included in this proposal is to be implemented by the DAC City of San Joaquin (City).  The City, and a number of other DACs, have been active participants in the WIWRP Stakeholders Group. Additionally, DACs from throughout the Region have identified over $100 million in projects for inclusion in the WIWRP project list. Finally, two regional Environment Justice Organizations, Self-Help Enterprises and the Community Water Center, have expressed their support for regional DACs and the WIWRP stakeholder process.

[bookmark: _GoBack]As noted earlier, the proposal contains a multi-benefit project that will directly benefit a DAC. The diverted urban stormwater will be beneficially used for agricultural irrigation. Additionally, the project is located immediately adjacent to 84 multi-family units of affordable housing, 20 units of senior housing, and approximately 46 single-family homes on surrounding streets.  The proposed project will prevent the potential for flood damage to the residences and City streets adjacent to the Basin, and will remove the need for emergency City action including bagging and distribution of approximately 120 sandbags last year (2010) to residents to prevent flooding. Accordingly, the project will integrate improved water management practices with the City’s land use planning practices to produce a safe residential environment for the City’s residents.

