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South Orange County WMA


ATTACHMENT 12
SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY IRWM IMPLEMENTATION GRANT PROPOSAL

DISADVANTAGED COMMUNITY ASSISTANCE 
The water quality protection benefits of the proposed Projects significantly protect the recreational beaches and waterways in the South Orange County WMA that many members of Disadvantaged Communities (DACs) from other regions frequently use. The proposed Projects do not directly address critical water supply or water quality need in DAC. However, The Projects included in this proposal are all multi-benefit and include water quality components to ultimately protect DACs from polluted waterways. The South Orange County WMA has an established public outreach process. All stakeholders, including DAC members such as the Hispanic population and California Native American Tribes, will be incorporated in project planning and implementation, with the benefits effectively tracked and posted on the OC Watersheds website. 

Participants in the South Orange County IRWM Group have worked individually and collaboratively over 30 years to develop and integrate regional strategies that address, raise awareness, and coordinate numerous and varied water management projects. In conjunction with these efforts, the South Orange County IRWM Group uses a variety of methods to engage the general public and stakeholders.  They include participating in stakeholder meetings, inclusion in the IRWM process, communication via email and information sharing via the County’s website www.ocwatersheds.com.  The website also provides contact information and email links for all South Orange County IRWM Group members.

Latino Health Access-In order to develop a DAC Outreach Program that could be used countywide, OC Watersheds staff (Staff) partnered with Latino Health Access. Latino Heath Access (LHA) is a local nonprofit organization founded in 1993 to help improve the quality of health and life of uninsured, under-served people by providing them with quality preventive care services and educational programs. On February 7, 2009, OC Watersheds Staff provided an informational presentation at an all day workshop in Santa Ana. The presentation was provided in Spanish and included information on Prop 84 IRWM grants, examples of regional water projects that have been completed in other DAC areas, and how LHA can benefit from associated funding. 

Latino Water Coalition - In an attempt to further connect with DACs and the organizations that serve them, OC Watersheds staff recently attended a Latino Water Coalition event at the Orange County Water District. The California Latino Water Coalition (CLWC) advocates improving the State’s water supply today to ensure economic prosperity for tomorrow.  The CLWC is a statewide coalition of influential Latino leaders that supports development of San Joaquin-Sacramento Delta environmental, conveyance and sustainability solutions along with additional water resources in California.  

In the future, OC Watersheds staff also plans to outreach to DACs about drinking water quality standards. The drinking water quality is good throughout the County. However, Orange County residents who are immigrants from areas with poor water quality where drinking bottled water is a necessity may have concerns about drinking water straight from the tap. They may feel the need to continue purchasing and drinking bottled water. Therefore, OC Watersheds staff will design a program to educate DACs about the safety of the drinking water in Orange County with the hope that bottled water consumption by DACs will decrease. OC Watersheds staff hopes that a decrease in the detrimental watershed effects that stem from bottled water production and consumption will then follow. The County’s outreach to DACs has been well received and this evident in enthusiastic letters of support received from both the Juaneño Band of Mission Indians and National Hispanic Environmental Council.
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