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Ventura County Watershed Protection District 
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California Department of Fish and Game 
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U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
 
Other Agencies/Organizations 
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California Coastal Conservancy 
California Department of Transportation  
California Department of Water Resources 
California Native Plant Society 
California Wildlife Conservation Board 
Environmental Defense Center 
Friends of the Santa Clara River 
Hansen Trust 
Matilija Coalition 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
Nature Conservancy 
Ojai Valley Land Conservancy 
Point Mugu Naval Base 
Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy 
Surfrider Foundation 
Trust for Public Land 
U.S. Forest Service 
Ventura County Resource Conservation District 
Ventura Hillsides Conservancy 
Wetlands Recovery Project

	

February	16,	2012	

California	Department	of	Water	Resources	
Division	of	Integrated	Regional	Water	Management		
Financial	Assistance	Branch	
PO	Box	942836	
Sacramento,	CA	94236	

Subject:	 Support	for	Proposition	84	round	2	Planning	Grant	
Application	by	Ventura	County	Watershed	Protection	District	

To	Whom	It	May	Concern:	

It	 is	our	pleasure	to	provide	a	 letter	of	support	 for	the	grant	application	put	
forth	by	the	Ventura	County	Watershed	Protection	District,	a	member	of	 the	
Watersheds	Coalition	Ventura	County	(WCVC).		The	planning	efforts	included	
in	 the	 application	 were	 selected	 by	 the	 Watersheds	 Coalition	 of	 Ventura	
County	stakeholder	group	because	these	efforts	will	help	the	Region	to	better	
address	the	Integrated	Regional	Water	Management	Plan	(IRWMP)	standards,	
fill	 data	 gaps	 in	 the	WCVC	 IRWM	 Plan,	 and	will	 put	 the	 Region	 in	 a	 better	
position	to	meet	our	IRWMP	goals	and	objectives.	

In	many	ways	 the	 two	projects,	 the	 Lower	 Santa	Clara	River	Basin	 Salt	 and	
Nutrient	Management	Plan	and	the	Las	Posas	Basin	Salinity	Management	and	
Water	Supply	Augmentation	Project,	embody	the	purpose	of	IRWM	planning.			

 They	enhance	the	body	of	knowledge	of	the	Region	in	a	way	that	will	
enable	 more	 informed	 decisions	 about	 resource	 management	 and	
reduce	conflicts	over	water	supply;	

 They	address	a	regional	need;	and	

 The	 projects	 and	 the	 participating	 agencies	 greatly	 benefit	 from	
multiagency	participation	(lower	cost,	sharing	of	expertise	and	data).	

	
WCVC	supports	the	efforts	of	 the	Watershed	Protection	District	 through	this	
grant	 application	 that	will	 further	 the	Region’s	 planning	 efforts	 and	help	 us	
meet	our	goals.	 	The	results	of	 these	 important	 studies	will	be	 incorporated	
into	our	IRWM	Plan	and	help	guide	future	project	selection.	
	
Sincerely,	
 

 
 
Sue	Hughes,	Chair	
Watersheds	Coalition	of	Ventura	County	





“Citrus Capital of the World” City of Santa Paula
970 Ventura Street Santa Paula California Mailing Address P0 Box 569 93061 Phone (805) 525 4478 Fax (805) 525 6278

I oW

February 22, 2012

California Department of Water Resources
Division of Integrated Regional Water Management
Financial Assistance Branch
P0 Box 942836
Sacramento, CA 94236

Subject: City of Santa Paula Support for the Lower Santa Clara River Regional Salt and
Nutrient Management Plan

To Whom It May Concern:

This City of Santa Paula serves it nearly 30,000 residents solely from groundwater taken from the
Santa Paula groundwater basin along the Lower Santa Clara River. The City has an active interest in
preserving the quality and sustainable use the Santa Paula Basin.

The Santa Paula groundwater basin is the City’s sole source of water suppiy. While recycled water is
not yet available within the City area, substantial demand has been identified and the City plans to
have a recycled water program developed within the next few years. In 2010, the new City Water
Recycling Facility was completed. As for most recycled water projects, the benefits of the newly
constructed recycled water facility goes beyond providing an additional reliable source of local water.
The City’s facility is a prime example of water efficiency and produced energy savings of 35% more
than initially expected, within the first months of operation alone. This added benefit of energy
savings is one of the highest priorities next to water supply reliability and has important implications
for contributing to meeting climate change legislation such as California’s AB32.

The City of Santa Paula recognizes the need to protect the existing groundwater while utilizing
recycled water. The City would like to participate in a regional salt and nutrient management plan.
This would allow the City to leverage its limited resources and still garner the significant benefits of a
completed comprehensive plan.

Thank you for your consideration of funding for the Lower Santa Clara River Regional Salt and
Nutrient Management Plan.

Shcerel,,,

Bri J. nez
irim1ublic Works Director



cIm OF FILLMORE 
C E N m  PARK PLAZA 

250 Central Avenue 
Fillmore, California 93015-1907 

(805) 524-3701 . FAX (805) 524-5707 

March 5.2012 

California Department of Water Resources 
Division of Integrated Regional Water Management 
Financial Assistance Branch 
PO Box 942836 
Sacramento. CA 94236 

Subject: Support for the Lower Santa Clara River R .egional Salt and Nutrient Managemel it Plan 

To Whom It May Concern: 

On behalf of the City of Fillmore, encompassing an area of nearly 3.5 square miles, with a population of over 
15,000 people, we would hke to express our support of the Regional Salt and Nutrient Management Plan for 
the Lower Santa Clara River. 

In the City of Fdlmore drinkmg water supplies exclusively consist of groundwater from the Fillmore Basin, 
however the City has been focusing strongly on increasing recycled water use for non potable applications. 
As part of its $70 d o n  water recycling plan, for example, a zero-discharge water recycling facdity has 
enabled the City to recycle 100% of its treated water. With the increaseduse of, and need for, recycled water 
in the City of Fillmore, a salt and nutrient management plan is necessary to preserve the use of the Fillmore 
basin and to comply with the State's Recycled Water Policy. 

Salinity issues are already a concern in the City's groundwater basin located within the lower Santa Clara 
River watershed. There are currently 12 sahty-related section 303(d) listings for chloride, total dissolved 
solids (TDS), Sulfur and Boron for surface water bodies in the Ventura County portion of the Santa Clara 
River Watershed. In addtion to cost savings, a regional solution will ensure that all affected parties work 
towards the same goals, rather than duplicating or even counteracting each other's efforts. 

We  understand that Ventura County is seeking $400,000 in State grant funds to support preparation of a 
Regional Salt and Nutrient Management Plan for the Lower Santa Clara River. The plan constitutes an 
essential component of water resources management in the region and will enable sustainable expansion of 
this dependable, local water source in the City of Fillmore. 

We  strongly urge your consideration of funding for the Regional Salt and Nutrient Management Plan 

Yvonne Quiring, 
City Manager, City of Fillmore 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
December 7, 2011 
 
Susan Hughes, Chair 
Watersheds Coalition of Ventura County  
County Executive Office, Government Affairs 
County of Ventura 
800 South Victoria Ave. 
Ventura, CA 93009 
 
RE: Support for the Las Posas Basin salinity management and water supply augmentation 
project, Proposition 84 Planning Grant Proposal  
 
Dear Ms. Hughes, 
 
On behalf of Farm Bureau of Ventura County, I am writing to express our support for the Fox 
Canyon Groundwater Management Agency (FCGMA) and Calleguas Municipal Water District’s 
(CMWD) joint application for a Proposition 84 Planning Grant from the Department of Water 
Resources under its Integrated Regional Water Management Program.   
 
The Las Posas Basin faces a unique set of water quality and supply issues. Brackish shallow 
groundwater recharged by wastewater and other urban sources has been leaking into the main 
producing aquifers of the basin since the 1970s. The rising salinity in well water is now 
threatening crop production by my members. If managed properly, however, this brackish 
shallow groundwater could be transformed from a threat into a benefit, through development of 
projects that will remove and export these salts. Damage to crops would end, and the area would 
benefit from access to a currently untapped water resource. 
 
Over the past several years, farmers pumping from the Las Posas Basin aquifers have been 
developing a groundwater management plan for the basin. Development of the brackish shallow 
aquifer is the primary means by which the local farmers will be able to manage water quality and 
increase groundwater supply. The project that is the subject of this Proposition 84 grant proposal 
would further the basin planning efforts by identifying the most cost-effective infrastructure 
needed to develop the shallow groundwater resource.  
 
Farm Bureau of Ventura County considers this planning effort critical to integrated, regional 
water management in the Los Posas Basin and strongly urges your support for this grant proposal.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
John Krist 
Chief executive officer 
 
Cc: Bryan Bondy, FCGMA and CMWD 




















