Water Plan Update 2009

Kamyar Guivetchi

Elissa Lynn: Welcome to the DWR Aquacast, a short podcast produced by the Department of Water Resources. It starts with a question, and we get the answer from the experts here at DWR. Sit back and enjoy the sound stream.

Zack Cunningham: Thanks for tuning in to the Aquacast. Once again I’m Zack Cunningham, and today I’m here with Kamyar Guivetchi, Manager of Statewide Integrated Water Management here at DWR. Thanks for joining me, Kamyar. 

Kamyar Guivetchi: My Pleasure, Zack. 

Zack Cunningham: Well, last week DWR began to roll out the Public Review Draft of the 2009 Water Plan Update. Kamyar, could you explain what the role of the Public Review Draft is in developing the Water plan? 
Kamyar Guivetchi: We’re required by the legislature to prepare the Water Plan Update, and we’ve been doing it for fifty years. We’ve updated it eight times; we’re now working on the ninth update.  The roll out of the Public Review Draft is just one step of the public process for developing this update.
Zack Cunningham: This year’s water update is themed “Integrated Water Management,” and following this theme, the update was crafted under a 21-agency steering committee. How has this collaboration with other agencies made the update different?    
Kamyar Guivetchi: It has made it much more comprehensive and informative. We feel that bringing 21 state agencies together on a steering committee, we are able to incorporate their best ideas and initiatives and recommendations into the California Water Plan, so that true to the theme of this water plan being integrated water management, we be as comprehensive as possible.

Zack Cunningham: Another aspect to integrated water management is recognizing that California is so diverse, and the Water Plan focuses on understanding that each region has its own needs. 

Kamyar Guivetchi: That’s right, Zack. A theme of update ’05, the last update, was the importance of integrated regional water management.  Update ’09 is building on that theme, and it’s just reinforcing the idea that there is no one-size-fits-all solution or plan that would work in every part of California, and that the regional planning efforts are an integral and important part of coming up with different but appropriate management strategies for different parts of California. 

Zack Cunningham: If listeners would like to check out the Water Plan Update, you guys have a really comprehensive website online, waterplan.water.ca.gov, and you can do anything from review the Public Draft to comment on it, it’s a great website. 

Kamyar Guivetchi: Yes, we really invite listeners to go to the water plan website, go to the public review draft webpage, and everything that we’ve been talking about: the highlights document which is kind of the overview, ways to comment, and throughout this month of January, we’re going to be posting different parts of that Public Review Draft content on the website.

Zack Cunningham: Also at the website you can sign up for the Water Plan eNews, and you guys will email updates?

Kamyar Guivetchi: Yes, we now have close to 4500 subscribers to the Water Plan eNews, and what that is, is a weekly electronic newsletter, and it provides the latest announcements about upcoming meetings, about informational documents that are on the website. And the other point is that every comment we receive, we post on the website. 

Zack Cunningham: So, again the website is waterplan.water.ca.gov, you can find all the information on the Public Review Draft of the Water Plan Update 2009, it’s really a comprehensive website and we hope people will take a look. 

Kamyar Guivetchi: I look forward to it because we’ve really been doing our best to allow multiple and ample opportunities for people to review and give us feedback. 

Zack Cunningham: Well thank you, Kamyar, for joining me to talk about the Water Plan.

Kamyar Guivetchi: My pleasure, Zack. 

Elissa Lynn: Thanks for listening to the DWR Aquacast. Got a question for us? Send it to dwrwebcomment@water.ca.gov. Maybe you’ll here the answer on the next DWR Aquacast.
