Lake Oroville Habitat Construction

Eric See

Elissa Lynn: Welcome to the DWR Aquacast, a short podcast produced by the Department of Water Resources. It starts with a question, and we get the answer from the experts here at DWR. Sit back and enjoy the sound stream.

Zack Cunningham: Thanks for tuning in to the Aquacast. Once again this is Zack Cunningham, and today I’m here at Lake Oroville where DWR and the California Conservation Corps are building fish habitats from recycled Christmas trees. Eric See is the Environmental Scientists for DWR on site today. Eric, could you briefly describe what these fish habitat projects are all about?

Eric See: The Department of Water Resources, as part of its recreation plan here at Lake Oroville, we have a program to enhance fish habitat at the lake. We have a warm water bass fishery here, which is known across the country as one of the best bass fisheries here in the United States. We have a variety of Bass Tournaments that happen here every year, so it’s a very important component of our recreation here at Lake Oroville. Because of the fluctuations of the lake, you don’t get the establishment of aquatic vegetation, which provides habitat for these fish, so we build what is called micro-cover in this fluctuation zone. In this case we’re using Christmas trees, building a reef-type habitat, we anchor them to the lake bed so they don’t float away, and later on in the year snowmelt and rainfall in the upper watershed will fill Lake Oroville so this area will be flooded. 

Zack Cunningham: How long has this habitat program been going on?   
Eric See: This program has been going on, DWR has been working on the project since 1993, and I think the CCCs even started a year or two before that with some grant funds for fish habitat that they had at one time. As far as I know, the project here at Lake Oroville is the longest continually running fish habitat project in California. 
Zack Cunningham: Do a lot of other lakes in California have the same properties as Oroville where there’s not a lot of aquatic vegetation?
Eric See: Many do, Shasta, Folsom, lake Don Pedro, they’re all fluctuating reservoirs and several of them have had fish habitat enhancement projects like this where they do this work, but none of them have been continuous like they are here at Lake Oroville. 

Zack Cunningham: Thanks for your time, Eric, I appreciate it.  

Eric See: Oh, you’re very welcome.  

Elissa Lynn: Thanks for listening to the DWR Aquacast. Got a question for us? Send it to dwrwebcomment@water.ca.gov. Maybe you’ll hear the answer on the next DWR Aquacast.
