What is the Longfin Smelt?

Ted Sommer

Elissa Lynn: Welcome to the DWR Aquacast, a short podcast produced by the Department of Water Resources. It starts with a question, and we get the answer from the experts here at DWR. Sit back and enjoy the sound stream.

Zack Cunningham: Thanks for tuning in to the Aquacast. Once again this is Zack Cunningham, and today I’m here with Dr. Ted Sommer, Senior Environmental Scientist at DWR. Thanks for joining me, Ted. 

Ted Sommer: Thanks. 

Zack Cunningham: Well, you’ve been on the podcast before to talk about the Delta Smelt, a fish that’s relatively famous in the Delta, which is endangered, and has restricted pumping for DWR. Now you’re back today to talk about another fish, the Longfin Smelt.   
Ted Sommer: Right, Longfin Smelt is a close cousin of Delta Smelt. One of the key differences is it occurs more down in the saltier water. Delta Smelt is more in the Delta: slightly salty water. Longfin typically is more down in the San Francisco Bay area. Seasonally it comes up into the Delta, which is where it can cause some trouble. One of the things that happened just this week was the proposed listing of Longfin Smelt as a threatened species under the California Endangered Species Act, and this actually has a number of implications for DWR operations.   
Zack Cunningham: So what kind of implications would listing the Longfin Smelt as threatened have on DWR? 
Ted Sommer: As you mentioned, there already are some substantial protections for Delta Smelt, but what this does is it broadens the window of concern, specifically the window when our operations can be affected increases to around December or so, throughout much of the winter. Obviously it adds a new species to the mix, and there’s also a fair bit of new monitoring that we have to do. 

Zack Cunningham: So, it seems that the Delta Smelt obviously impact what we do in the Delta a lot, and clearly that’s only increasing with now another species listed and impacting our operations.  Is anything being done? What are we trying to do for these fish species?

Ted Sommer: Well, we’ve got a major study going on. The Interagency Ecological Program is a consortium of agencies that do research in the San Francisco Estuary, and we’re focusing on species like Delta Smelt and now Longfin Smelt to try and figure out some of the causes of the decline. We’ve made a lot of progress with figuring out what is going on with Delta Smelt, and we hope over the next year or two we’ll have more answers for the Longfin. 

Zack Cunningham: The Delta Smelt notoriously smell like cucumbers, do the Longfin have a vegetable scent?
Ted Sommer: They’re not the same, no, they’re pretty different. 
Zack Cunningham: Well, Ted, thank you for joining me today to talk about this important issue. 
Ted Sommer: You’re welcome. 

Elissa Lynn: Thanks for listening to the DWR Aquacast. Got a question for us? Send it to dwrwebcomment@water.ca.gov. Maybe you’ll hear the answer on the next DWR Aquacast.
