The April 2nd Snow Survey

Frank Gehrke

Elissa Lynn: Welcome to the DWR Aquacast, a short podcast produced by the Department of Water Resources. It starts with a question, and we get the answer from the experts here at DWR. Sit back and enjoy the sound stream.

Zack Cunningham: Thanks for tuning in to the Aquacast. Once again this is Zack Cunningham, and today we’re enjoying a rather windy but otherwise really nice day up near Lake Tahoe for the April 2nd Snow Survey with Frank Gehrke. Frank, can you tell me the water content of today’s survey? 

Frank Gehrke: At this location, the water content: 22.6 inches of water content, that’s about 80% of the long term average for this location.  

Zack Cunningham: Is this the last snow survey at this location?  
Frank Gehrke: We’ll do another one on or about May first.  
Zack Cunningham: So what’s the significance of the April snow survey? 
Frank Gehrke: There’s both historic and hydrologic significance. Historically, many snow courses are only gauged on or about April first. Hydrologically the idea is that the snow accumulates up to April first and then melts thereafter. 

Zack Cunningham: Okay. So this is a pretty good picture of what the snow pack is going to look like?

Frank Gehrke: It’s the most comprehensive examination of the snow coverage and snow water content in the Sierra in California. What we’ve got on the ground is pretty much all we’re going to get. I mean, not to say we won’t have some storm activity, but as you move on into the later spring, your likelihood drops off dramatically. 

Zack Cunningham: So this is a pretty good snapshot of where we’re going to be?
Frank Gehrke: Yes.
Zack Cunningham: Okay, well thanks Frank. 
Frank Gehrke: You’re welcome.  

Zack Cunningham: For more information on today’s snow survey, you can read the report and watch the video at water.ca.gov/news. 

Elissa Lynn: Thanks for listening to the DWR Aquacast. Got a question for us? Send it to dwrwebcomment@water.ca.gov. Maybe you’ll hear the answer on the next DWR Aquacast.
