Predicting the State’s Runoff 

Wendy Martin

Elissa Lynn: Welcome to the DWR Aquacast, a short podcast produced by the Department of Water Resources. It starts with a question, and we get the answer from the experts here at DWR. Sit back and enjoy the sound stream.

Zack Cunningham: Thanks for tuning in to the Aquacast. Once again this is Zack Cunningham, and today I’m here with Wendy Martin, Statewide Drought Coordinator here at DWR. Thanks for joining me, Wendy. 

Wendy Martin: Sure, glad to be here.  

Zack Cunningham: Well, one of the big hot topics here at DWR and in the State of California is the Drought. We’re in our third year of drought; the Governor declared a state of emergency in February, and part of that declaration was a statewide water conservation campaign. That campaign has just launched, it’s called “Save Our Water.” Wendy, what is “Save Our Water?” 

Wendy Martin: “Save Our Water” is a water education campaign to help every Californian learn what they can do to contribute to the State’s water solution. In a third year of drought, the Governor has asked all Californians to reduce their water consumption today by 20%. Part of what we want to educate people about is that there are small things they can do in their everyday lives that contribute to that solution. 

Zack Cunningham: So, what are some ways that the average person can help save our water? 
Wendy Martin: Well, again, I want to emphasize that there are things you can do every day, that are simple to do. For example, if you shorten your shower by just one minute, you save two and a half gallons of water. If you turn the tap off instead of letting the water run, you can save 2-4 gallons of water in the house, so when you’re doing the dishes or brushing your teeth, just turn the tap off. When you go outdoors, the savings increase even more because sprinklers and hoses all use large volumes of water, so if you reduce the frequency that you water your lawn from every day to every other day, you can save a lot of water, and if you put a nozzle on the end of your hose, you can save 10 gallons a minute, just keeping that water from flowing down the gutter.  

Zack Cunningham: Sure, and with California’s population, if everybody just did a little bit, that would be a huge amount of water. 

Wendy Martin: That’s right, if all urban users in California cut their water use by 12%, as a state we would save a million acre-feet of water each year. It’s significant. 

Zack Cunningham: Wow, that would definitely be an improvement! So, part of the campaign is the website, it’s kind of the hub of the campaign, it’s www.saveourh2o.org. What can you find on the website?
Wendy Martin: The website has all kinds of interesting information, its meant to be very user-friendly so it’s very easy to navigate around. You can find tips about things you can do to actually save water, you can find resources and information about water conservation and why it’s important, and you can learn more things about the state’s water resources. 
Zack Cunningham: Sure.
Wendy Martin: One of the things that we don’t know is whether we’re in the third year of a three year drought, or the third year of a much longer drought, so it’s really important that we behave as if every drop of water that we save today is water that we can use into the future. Californian’s need to conserve water as part of our everyday life. Water is a precious resource, and everybody needs to contribute to the state’s solution.  


Zack Cunningham: Wendy, thanks for joining me to talk about “Save Our Water”.

Wendy Martin: You’re welcome.

Elissa Lynn: Thanks for listening to the DWR Aquacast. Got a question for us? Send it to dwrwebcomment@water.ca.gov. Maybe you’ll hear the answer on the next DWR Aquacast.
