DWR’s Drought Website

Elissa Lynn

Elissa Lynn: Welcome to the DWR Aquacast, a short podcast produced by the Department of Water Resources. It starts with a question, and we get the answer from the experts here at DWR. Sit back and enjoy the sound stream.

Zack Cunningham: Thanks for tuning in to the Aquacast. Once again this is Zack Cunningham, and today I’m here with Elissa Lynn, Senior Meteorologist here at DWR. Thanks for joining us Elissa. 

Elissa Lynn: Sure.  

Zack Cunningham: Well, one of the big things going on in California is the drought. The Governor did declare a state of emergency back in February, and so DWR is trying to do a lot of things about that, and one of the biggest aspects is public outreach. We launched a drought webpage on the Department of Water Resources website, you can get there at water.ca.gov/drought, and there’s a lot of useful information on that site. Elissa, can you tell us a little bit about what’s on he webpage?
Elissa Lynn: Sure, drought incorporates so many things: there are impacts in local areas, it’s what are the supply conditions maybe hundreds of miles away from your home, there are assistance programs out there by our agency and others, so we wanted one place that you could get a clearinghouse of information for the drought stuff that’s going on in California, and we are in our third year of a drought, so we’re hoping that this page becomes really useful for anyone looking for information related to it.  

Zack Cunningham: If you were just visiting the drought page for the first time, what are some things we might want to check out to get some useful information? 
Elissa Lynn: Well, first of all, this page we’re hoping is a little bit easier to navigate than some of the state websites, it’s a little more friendly, and every week it’s getting updated with new information. So right off the home page you’re able to find information on the current conditions; how bad are things? Assistance including financial assistance, technical assistance, how you can conserve, our conservation links are there, and also information on the state’s drought water bank which has been et up to purchase water from willing sellers and make it available to water suppliers who are experiencing shortages this year.  So those are some of the main highlight pages.

Zack Cunningham: Elissa, what parts of the webpage can you go to to see what’s going on most recently with the drought?

Elissa Lynn: There’s a section of the website called rennet drought news, and that’ll incorporate information from other agencies, not just DWR, maybe the governor’s office has put out some additional information, the USD, the Natural Resources Conservation announcements will come out there, allocation announcement changes for those that get State Water Project delivery water, so anything that’s topical and going on right now, it may not be a history or an archive item but it is pretty topical, we’ll try to highlight it there in the recent drought news, and you’ll link to that just off the left of the homepage.   

Zack Cunningham: One of the categories at the bottom of the main drought page is current conditions, where you can see a number of things like snow pack, precipitation and reservoir storage. What else can you find on the current conditions page?
Elissa Lynn: All of those conditions are helpful for us to determine water supply. You’ll find runoff forecasts for different areas in the state, comparisons to other droughts of the past: how does this stack up? Are we in as bad of shape? It looks like right now equally bad as the 87-92 drought, but you’ll find information on how this drought compares to others. Also economic impacts; what are the projections for the economic conditions that we’re going to see across the state this year, agriculture is obviously going to be hit very hard across the central valley. So you’ll find precipitation date, and the reservoir conditions. You’ll find an updated map with the daily reservoir conditions for different parts of the state. Some reservoirs are still in very poor shape in spite of the rainfall.    
Zack Cunningham: There’s a lot of really useful information on the DWR drought page. You can get to that page at water.ca.gov/drought, once again, and there’s a number of links that we went over that you can check out, you can see what’s going on currently with the drought, and there’s a lot of information that we hope will help people conserve water and be aware of the drought conditions. 
Elissa Lynn: And also, if you have questions about the drought, there are drought information contacts right off the left side of the main homepage, so if you have questions you nee to call or email in, you can find out how to do that. 


Zack Cunningham: Well, Elissa, thank you for coming and highlighting our new website and showing how people can get information.

Elissa Lynn: Nice to be part of the Aquacast.

Elissa Lynn: Thanks for listening to the DWR Aquacast. Got a question for us? Send it to dwrwebcomment@water.ca.gov. Maybe you’ll hear the answer on the next DWR Aquacast.
