What is the 20X2020 plan?

Rick Soehren

Elissa Lynn: Welcome to the DWR Aquacast, a short podcast produced by the Department of Water Resources. It starts with a question, and we get the answer from the experts here at DWR. Sit back and enjoy the sound stream.

Kathleen McDowell: Thanks for tuning in to the Aquacast. My name is Kathleen McDowell, and today I’m here with Rick Soehren, Assistant Deputy Director with Water Use Efficiency. Thanks for being with us today Rick. Can you give us a brief description of what the 20X2020 plan is? 

Rick Soehren: Sure. About a year ago, Governor Schwarzenegger outlined his 7-part plan for improving conditions in the Sacramento San Joaquin Delta, and item number one on the Governor’s list was water conservation. Specifically, the Governor set a goal of a 20% reduction in per capita water use by the year 2020. 

Kathleen McDowell: So what’s the status of the plan to date?  
Rick Soehren: Well, it’s really timely to be having this conversation right now: the State Agencies that have been developing this plan for the Governor have completed their draft and our target date for the release of the Public Review Draft is May 1st. We’ve also scheduled a public workshop on May 29th to solicit more public comment before we finalize the plan and present it to the governor. 
Kathleen McDowell: Wonderful. How accessible is that going to be for most of the public? 
Rick Soehren: It will be very accessible. The State Water Resources Control Board has set up a website where the draft plan will be available, and our workshop will be at the offices of the California Bay Delta Authority here in Sacramento, and it will also be webcast. 

Kathleen McDowell: Great. I know that recently the Governor issued a 20% mandatory conservation effort right now. What is your relationship with programs like Save Our Water? 

Rick Soehren: Recently, because of the drought, the governor issued an emergency declaration, and he encouraged communities throughout the state to conserve 20% right now. There’s a big difference between that kind of “hurry up and do it” conservation during a drought, and the long-term reduction by 2020 that we’re planning for.  Drought restrictions tend to be painful and cause economic harm and hardship in the community, and what we’re looking for is a long-term reduction in water use that also benefits California’s economy. Now, Save Our Water, the Governor’s new outreach campaign, will be an integral part of achieving that 20% reduction by 2020. Public outreach is really the first step to achieving this kind of savings. 

Kathleen McDowell: Well thanks for joining us, Rick. For more information on the Governor’s 20 by 2020 plan, visit the webpage at www.swrcb.ca.gov, click the water issues tab, choose hot topics and scroll down to 20X2020. 
Elissa Lynn: Thanks for listening to the DWR Aquacast. Got a question for us? Send it to dwrwebcomment@water.ca.gov. Maybe you’ll hear the answer on the next DWR Aquacast.
