August 2009 Water Press Conference

Various participants

Elissa Lynn: Welcome to the DWR Aquacast, a short podcast produced by the Department of Water Resources. It starts with a question, and we get the answer from the experts here at DWR. Sit back and enjoy the sound stream.

Eric Alvarez: Thanks for tuning in to part one of this three-part Aquacast. I’m Eric Alvarez. On Tuesday, August 18th, the California Latino Water Coalition held a news conference on the East steps of the Capitol. More than a hundred politicians, business owners, and farm laborers from throughout the Central Valley came out to voice their concerns over a mandate from two federal fishery agencies limiting the amount of water being pumped from the Delta to Valley farms because of environmental issues in the Delta.  We spoke to a couple participants. One was Fresno County Supervisor Phil Larson who says the mandate has put his constituents in dire straights. 

Phil Larson: When we stop to think about four or five years ago, we had about the same rainfall, the same snow pack we have right now, and we got 40% water then. Now because of two biological opinions, we’re down to 10%, and it’s just not working out. We’re 40% unemployed on the West side, we’re having food drives, we’re trying to feed people and protect what we have out there, and it’s getting pretty stressful right now. 

Eric Alvarez: Tell me again, gut reaction, what’s going on down there? What are the effects of not getting the water?     
Phil Larson: Well, you have people going out of business, you have a lot of bankruptcies, you have food shortages that are above and beyond imagination, it’s serious! When you go to the West side of Fresno, when you take in the cities of Firebaugh, Mendota, Tranquility, San Joaquin, Riverdale and Huron, you’ve got a crisis. We’ve got 543,000 acres of land lying idle in Fresno County because of the water shortage.    
Eric Alvarez: Another participant was Tim Quinn, Executive Director of the Association of California Water Agencies, who believes state lawmakers will resolve the water stalemate with a home run.   
Tim Quinn: The home run would be the result of the legislature passes a bill that actually means something. That it’s as comprehensive as the Governor thinks it needs to be.    

Eric Alvarez: Tell me what that is. 

Tim Quinn: That’s a bill that solves our conveyance problems in our Delta, because it’s not working for the economy or the environment. It’s a bill that adds to storage so we can operate the system for both the economy and the environment. It’s a bill that invests in local resource development, recycling water, conserving water, ocean desalination, brackish water desalination, and it’s a bill that looks at all the causes of environmental decline and not just those that are related to water supply projects. 

Eric Alvarez: It’s topic number one right now; do you think it’s going to make it through? We’ve only got 19 days here. 

Tim Quinn: My mom raised me to be an optimist and she did a darn-good job. Yes I think we can get something done. Everybody’s trying to solve the same problem here. There are radically different approaches to it but everybody’s trying to solve a problem with coequal goals: it’s got to work for the environment; it’s got to work for the economy. I represent 450 water agencies and every last one of them recognized that this solution has to work for environmental restoration, but it’s also got to work for water supply, and that’s what we’re struggling to accomplish in that building behind us today.

Eric Alvarez: On part two of this Aquacast, we feature some thoughts from actor, comedian and Valley farm owner Paul Rodriguez. For more information on the environmental issues facing the Delta, visit our website at water.ca.gov. 

Elissa Lynn: Thanks for listening to the DWR Aquacast. Got a question for us? Send it to dwrwebcomment@water.ca.gov. Maybe you’ll hear the answer on the next DWR Aquacast.
