What does DWR’s Tribal Liaison do?

Barbara Cross

Elissa Lynn: Welcome to the DWR Aquacast, a short podcast produced by the Department of Water. It starts with a question, and we get the answer from the experts here at DWR. Sit back and enjoy the sound stream.

Zack Cunningham: Thanks for tuning in to the Aquacast. Once again, this is Zack Cunningham, and today I’m here with Barbara Cross, DWR’s Government and Community Liaison. Thanks for joining me Barbara.

Barbara Cross: Thank you for having me.  

Zack Cunningham: A lot of your work involves communication with California’s Native American tribes. Why does DWR need a liaison like that?  

Barbara Cross: Well, in general, California State government has relationships with federal agencies and local agencies, and in general California’s tribal communities, which have governments, have been underserved by State agencies. Tribes also tend to relate directly with the federal government, which is a recognition of their sovereign status, so the state must make efforts to reach out to tribes because these are California residents, California citizens. We want to make sure that California tribes have a voice in state decision-making, especially if it affects them.  But also, state government provides benefits to its residents that in general tribal governments have not been afforded the opportunities to benefit from those. 

Zack Cunningham: I understand that DWR has a new communications plan for California tribes, could you tell me a little bit about that? 

Barbara Cross: Yes, we have received a draft Tribal Communications Plan, which came about through the process of the California Water Plan Update, 2009. In developing that water plan update, which is due to be published by the end of 2009, we created a Tribal Communication Committee of volunteers who work for tribes or are members of tribes, and they’ve come together to provide to us a document that will help DWR and other state agencies that participate in the water plan, to help us all understand how better to communicate with tribal governments. The committee has been meeting on a monthly basis since October of 2007, and all California tribal governments are invited to participate in this effort. So we’re just glad to have this document now to help guide the process from here on out. 

Zack Cunningham: Is there anything new coming up in regards to California tribes and DWR? 

Barbara Cross: Well, the Tribal Communication Committee will continue to meet on a monthly basis, and since the Tribal Communication Plan has been issued, more tribes are now taking note of what we’re doing, and it looks like there will be greater participation from more tribes throughout the state. As this Tribal Communication Committee continues to meet, the goal is now to start planning for a statewide tribal water summit to be held sometime in the middle of 2009, and this would be a summit of governments of the highest level, of tribes and the California government, and we’re hoping for the Governor to participate. The purpose of the summit will be to bring, for the first time statewide, California’s tribal water issues to the forefront, and the proceedings of this summit will be incorporated into California Water Update 2009, which will be issued by the end of 2009. 

Zack Cunningham: Well we’re hopeful that that summit gets approval. 

Barbara Cross: Yes, it’s very exciting. It will be a first time event like this in the State. 

Zack Cunningham: Great! Well thanks for joining me to answer this important question, Barbara. 

Barbara Cross: You’re very welcome. 
Elissa Lynn: Thanks for listening to the DWR Aquacast. Got a question for us? Send it to dwrwebcomment@water.ca.gov. Maybe you’ll here the answer on the next DWR Aquacast.
