Oroville Salmon Festivals 2008

Ellisa Lynn: Welcome to the DWR Aquacast, a short podcast produced by the Department of Water Resources. It starts with a question, and we get the answer from the experts here at DWR. Sit back and enjoy the sound stream. 

Zack Cunningham: Thanks for tuning in to the Aquacast. Once again, this is Zack Cunningham, and today I’m hanging out by the Feather River for the 2008 Oroville Salmon Festival. I’m here now with Anna Casner, the manager of the Oroville Fish Hatchery. Anna, what’s the history of the Oroville Salmon Festival? 

Anna Casner: Well I’ve been involved for about ten years, and the history is basically to bring awareness of the salmon coming through town. We have such great resources here to have this beautiful fish that migrates in the Ocean, stays there for 3 to 4 years and then comes back and spawn in their native streams. It is so great to be able to celebrate what happens in the fall because they come during the fall time. What we’ve done at the hatchery is, basically we have an environmental forum to teach the children about salmon and the environment and what goes on with their habitat. You know, a lot of people don’t have a chance to see this wonderful salmon in their habitat, and even though we’re propagating the fish here in the hatchery, they can walk just down to the river and see fish spawn in their natural habitat. So we have the best of both worlds. 

Zack Cunningham: Well it looks like you guys put on a really nice community event.

Anna Casner: It’s really fun; there are a lot of people. 

Zack Cunningham:  What do you guys think of the Salmon Festival this year?

Spectator: Oh I love it, it’s very relaxing, enjoyable and I’m glad that we have something so nice to do in our own community. 

Zack Cunningham: It’s nice that something like this goes on in Oroville, definitely. 

Spectator: It’s awesome. 

Zack Cunningham: What do you think of the Salmon Festival, Sir? 

Spectator: It looks great this year, all kinds of information throughout. 


Zack Cunningham: Are you having fun today?

Spectator: Uh-huh.

Zack Cunningham: What kind of fish are those? 

Spectator: Yeah they are salmon because it’s called the Salmon Festival, they’re trying to jump up the ladder!

Zack Cunningham: So what’s going on at the Salmon Festival here today?

Festival Volunteer: Well we’re at the Fish Hatchery, so you can go on a spawning tour, go to the salmon theatre, you can check out the aquarium, and there’s also a lot  of stuff for kids to do, a bunch of different booths are set up from DWR with little activities for kids to do today. 
Zack Cunningham: The 10th annual Salmon Festival here in Oroville was great. A lot of people came together to make for a fun and educational day, and if you missed it, be sure to check it out next year. You can find information about the festival and other Lake Oroville events at Lakeoroville.water.ca.gov. 

Thanks for listening to the DWR Aquacast. Got a question for us? Send it to DWRwebcomment@water.ca.gov. maybe you’re hear the answer on the next DWR Aquacast. 
