Delta Protection Commission 

Linda Fiack

Elissa Lynn: Welcome to the DWR Aquacast, a short podcast produced by the Department of Water Resources. It starts with a question, and we get the answer from the experts here at DWR. Sit back and enjoy the sound stream.

Zack Cunningham: Thanks for tuning in to the Aquacast. Once again, this is Zack Cunningham. Today I’m here with Linda Fiack, the Executive Director of the Delta Protection Commission. Thanks for joining me, Linda.   

Linda Fiack: Good to be here, thank you.  

Zack Cunningham: So, Linda, what does the Delta Protection Commission do?
Linda Fiack: Well the Delta Protection Commission was created back in 1992, to protect, preserve, and enhance the agricultural, habitat, and recreational resources of the Delta. 

Zack Cunningham: So, how does the commission achieve its goal of trying to protect the Delta?
Linda Fiack: Well, actually we have a guiding document, our Land Use and Resource Management Plan. Back in 1995 we adopted our management plan for the primary zone, and it has policies in several areas that include environment, utilities and infrastructure, land use, agriculture, water, recreation and access, levees, and boater education. 

Zack Cunningham: So how do you apply these policies to your work in the Delta?

Linda Fiack: Well, one thing that people often assume is that we’re a permitting agency and we’re not. We’re an appeal body, and the way that works is our management plan policies are incorporated in local Delta government general plans. So we have the ability to review projects if they’re in the primary zone, to determine if they’re consistent with our policies or not.  

Zack Cunningham: What sorts of projects have the Delta Protection Commission been working on lately? 
Linda Fiack:  Well I’m glad you asked that because we do have a lot going on. Under our strategic plan that we adopted in 2006, there were priorities established, one of which is updating our management plan to take into consideration climate change and trends that have happened in the Delta since 1995. So that’s very exciting, and we have an advisory committee that’s bringing lots of different perspectives to the table to complete that by March of 2009. Also, in addition to just our land use authority, the commission has taken on the role of promoting stewardship and Delta-wide recognition. So some of the collaborative efforts we have underway to promote that is the development of the Great California Delta Trail, we’re working on marketing and branding with the various counties, economic development, “Welcome to the Delta” signs, those kinds of tools. We’re also developing a management plan for the Lower Yolo Bypass, it’s known as the Lower Yolo Bypass planning forum, and we’re the co-sponsors along with the Yolo Basin Foundation. We’re pulling together groups from all 5 counties to address abandoned vessel issues, and then also habitat friendly agriculture. 

Zack Cunningham: Okay. If listeners would lie to get a little more information on what you guys do here at the Delta Protection Commission, how can they do that? 

Linda Fiack: Well we have a great website and the commission does consider itself as the voice of those that work, live and play in the Delta, so I would invite listeners to go to our website at delta.ca.gov, or you could just Google in Delta Protection Commission. Also they may want to consider being added to our interested parties list because one of the things we pride ourselves in is getting out information, not just about the commission but about all the activities going on in the Delta. 

Zack Cunningham: Great, well it’s good to hear we’ve got so many good things going on in the Delta. Thank you for joining me Linda.

Linda Fiack: Thanks. 
Elissa Lynn: Thanks for listening to the DWR Aquacast. Got a question for us? Send it to dwrwebcomment@water.ca.gov. Maybe you’ll here the answer on the next DWR Aquacast.
